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1. 

2. 

3. 



This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of _4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 



sheets, as follows: 



a. □ (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amoided and are the basis of this report 
— and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions^ 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and numbo: of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement undo- Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
^plicability; citations and e?q)lanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the intemational application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 


International explication No. 
PCT/IB 2002/000795 


Box No. I 


Basis of the report 




1. 


With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 




□ 


This Tftpnrt i!3 based on a translation from flie orifrinal lanffuase into flie following: language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the piirposes of: 






1 1 international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23 . 1 (b)) 








1 1 publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 








1 1 international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 




With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
Jumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 






the international application as originally filed/furnished 






□ 


the description: 
naees 


as originally filed/fitmished 






pages* received by this Authority on 






paffcs* received by this Authority on 






the claims: 
pages 


as originally filed/fumished 






pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 






pages* received by this Authority on 






pages* received by this Authority on 




□ 


die drawings: 
pages 


as originally filed/fumished 






pages* received by this Authority on 






pages* received by this Authority on 




1 — 1 

□ 


a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemoital Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 


3. 


□ 


The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
1 1 the description, pages 








1 1 the claims, Nos. 








1 1 the drawings* sheets/figs 








1 1 the sequence listing (specify): 








1 1 anv tablets) related to the sequence listing ^5'j7^;&J: 




4. 


□ 


This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since diey have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 






1 1 the description, pages 








1 1 the claims, Nos. 








1 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 








1 1 the sequ^ce listing (specify): 








any tablefs) related to the sequence listing (specify): 






If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, ** 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



J--24 



1-24 



1-24 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and e7q>lanations (Rule 70.7) 

The Claimed invention relates to charging IP communications in 
connection with prepaid accounts for mobile telephones • 

Documents cited in the Intemational Search Report; 



Dl: WO 02 01 847 Al 
D2: WO 00 69 118 Al 
D3: WO 00 24 161 Al 

Dl reveals a method of charging against prepaid credit in a 
communication network, (abstract) . A call establishment 
between a first and a second terminal is requested. If costs 
are to be charged against prepaid credit, an accounting 
session is established, (p. 10 lines 12-20) between a PPSC, 
prepayment support node, (p-4 lines 24-28) and the accounting 
client that will generate the costs to be charged against the 
prepaid credit. 

The accounting session is allocated a paraimeter which bears 
resemblance to a session identifier, (claims 13&14) . The call 
between the terminals is established. Charging update data is 
sent from the accounting client to the PPSC, prepayment 
support node, where the prepaid credit account is deducted 
stepwise or continuously during the call, (p. 8 lines 1-5; 
lines 27-30) . 

Sxibscriber profile data is locked up in connection with 
ascertaining whether costs are to be charged against prepaid 
credit in Dl, (p. 3 line 2 7 -p. 4 line 5)- The network may be an 
IP-network or a UMTS network, (p-4 lines 10-14) . 

D2 reveals a method of providing prepaid subscriber service in 
an integrated circuit- and packet -switched network. D3 
discloses a charging method. .../... 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: BOX V 

However, none of the cited documents reveals how charging 
update data is sent from an accounting client to an accounting 
server during the call or how this data is collated in the 
accounting server on the basis of the accounting session 
identifier. Thus, the claimed invention fulfils the 
requirements of novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Suppl«nental Box) (January 2004) 



